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Jerusalem's current walls were 
built under the orders of Suleiman 
the Magnificent between the 
years 1537 and 1541. Some 
portions were built over the 
ancient walls from 2,000 years 
ago. The walls were built to 
prevent invasions from local 
tribes and to discourage another 
Crusade by Christians in Europe, 
and they even withstood artillery 
fire during the war of 1948. The 
walls of the Old City are 40 feet 
high and 3.8 km or 2.36 miles 
around. 

There are eight gates in the cities walls today: Jaffa Gate, New Gate, 
Damascus Gate, Herod Gate, Lions Gate, Golden (Eastern) Gate, Dung 
Gate and Zion Gate. 
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