Kidron Valley

The Kidron Valley runs north-south
between the Mount of Olives and the
eastern wall of the Temple Mount and
the City of David. This valley actually
continues all the way to the Dead
Sea.

The total length of the valley is 20 miles, and it falls 4,000 feet. The Gihon
Springs naturally filled this valley, but the settlers of Jerusalem diverted the
water into pools and channels to be used by the city. The Bible describes
David fleeing across this valley and up the Mount of Olives to escape his
son Absalom (2 Samuel 15:13-30). King Asa tore down the pagan altars
with idols and Asherah poles in the Kidron (1 Kings 15:13). Athaliah was
executed here after her evil reign in Judah was brought to a violent end (2
Kings 11:16). Today there are many tombs and graves in the Kidron, since
burying people here became a practice in the days of Josiah (2 Kings 23:6).

It is important to realize that the Kidron Valley was much deeper 2,000
years ago. The bottom of the Kidron Valley has been raised by the rubble
and debris of centuries falling into it.
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