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 South Temple Wall 

 

 
A drawing viewing the southern wall of 
the temple mound from the southwest.  

 
A photo of a model showing the view 

of the southern wall of the temple 
from the southeast.  

A 22-foot wide street also ran along the 
southern wall of the Temple. About 37 feet of 
this street can still be seen at the southwest 
corner, where it begins to ascend rapidly 
through a series of stairs until it reaches 
the Double Gate. Although we know the 
route, the street is not visible after the initial 
37-foot section until it reaches the Double 
Gate. At the Double Gate it is again visible 
down to the Triple Gate. 

Stairs run up to this street from the south, coming up the Ophel from the 
south. The remains of these stairs are also still visible. In fact, they are still 
useful to visitors. As the street continues along the southern wall toward the 
east a series of vaults, similar to the vaults under the street along the 
Western Wall, were built to support it. These vaults, or arches, supported 
the street along the southern wall and were also used as shops. 

 




