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Located on the northern edge of the GQZé 4 . .n:z:)h:r:
Shephelah. It was strategically
positioned at a junction on the
international coastal highway and the
road into Jerusalem through the

i b ericho
Yalo, 2 yAuann ‘G.leeeaa.l'lJ \

@Timnah

ook 1, @20rah,_SJERUSALEM

Aijalon Valley. Thutmose Ill (1477 BC, %ﬂeyo, . Bethlehem
Moses step-brother) destroyed the ath@ A. i/’ ﬁ

Canaanite city with fire. The Tell ,Lachish % '7 @® En Ged
Amarna letters from the 1300’s BC Gaza , Hebron

include 10 letters from the kings of \ - _M_as_adaO n

Gezer to the Egyptian pharaoh.

Gezer, but the Canaanites continued to live in Gezer. Around 980 BC the
Egyptians destroyed Gezer and the Pharaoh gave it to King Solomon as a
wedding gift. (I Kings 9:16) Solomon then rebuilt the city. In 924 BC Shishak
fought Rehoboam and destroyed Gezer. (1 Kings 14:25) Archaeology
began in the early 1900’s and Gezer has been extensively excavated. The
Gezer calendar, a plaque with a text listing the months and the agricultural
seasons, was found here. Solomon’s wall and gateway were identified by
Yigael Yadin. Also uncovered and sound be seen are:

- the 23 foot diameter Canaanite Water Shaft slanting for 150 feet to
connect a spring with the city from 1800 BC and similar to Warren’s Shaft,

- a 52 foot wide tower with its large defensive wall,

- a middle bronze age gate (constructed about 1650 BC) connected to a
13 foot wide wall with at least 25 towers (destroyed by Thutmose 111)

- eight monumental megaliths.

- Nine inscribed boundary stones

- Solomon’s Six Chambered Gate

In the Bible: Judges 1:18, Judah

Solomon’s Six Chamber Gate similar

to the ones he had built at Hazor and
Megiddo. Some of the 10 Canaanlte stones

from a covenant/treaty ceremony
from 1500 BC
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