Sultan’s Pool (Suleiman's Pool)

A flat area in the Hinnom Valley west of the
Old City, which today is known as Sultan’s
Pool, was likely a hippodrome for racing
chariots In Herod’s day. It waslater made
into a water reservoir during the Roman
and Byzantine periods, by means of a dam
that was constructed in the Valley of
Hinnom on the south side of the
Hippodrome.

The pool is about 220 feet wide and 550 feet long. It collected rainwater and
overflow from the older Herodian aqueduct that approached the pool from
the west and looped around the north side before it entered the city. The
Ottoman sultans rebuilt the walls of the dam in the 1380’s and again 1536.
Today, as seen in the photos below, Sultan’s Pool is home to concerts and
festivals.
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west to enter the city. The pool sets
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