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Introduction to 2015 Bible Geography Calendar

The adviser of this calendar is Dr. Jonathan J. Lu, Emeritus Professor of Geography at
University of Northern lowa (UNI) in Cedar Falls, lowa (1992), Emeritus Professor of Bible
Geography at Holy Light Theological Seminary (2000), Visiting Professor of Bible Geography
at Biblical Seminary of the Philippines in Manila (since 2006). He was the first one to advocate
teaching and doing research on Geography of the Bible at the 1978 Annual Meeting of the
Association of American Geographers held in New Orleans. He taught Bible Geography at UNI
and after his retirement in 1992, he continued to teach the subject and has led more than 20
Bible Lands Study Tours to Israel, Jordan, Turkey, Greece, ltaly, and other Bible-related

countries.

1. Conception for Designing 2015 Bible Geography Calendar:
A. Theme: The Word became flesh.
Scripture: And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth
(John 1:14a).

Jesus Christ, our Savior, abandoned his heavenly status and honor to become a
man. As the Bible says: "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved"” (John 3:17b). Jesus lived in this world for
only a short span of 33 years. He was born in Bethlehem, grew up in Nazareth, and later,
often lived in Capernaum. But when "/t came to pass, when the time was come that he
should be received up, he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem" (Luke 9:51), “Gave
himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the
will of God and our Father" (Galatians 1:4). For us, Jesus was born and, for us, he died.

The life of Jesus can roughly be divided into two stages: In the first stage, he was
born as “son of man,” following the footsteps of his earthly father, Joseph, working as a
TékTwv (Mark 6:3a). In the second stage, He lived as “Son of God.” He took his mission
as an evangelist to preach the coming of God’s Kingdom. When John the Baptist saw
Him, he proclaimed by saying: “Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world" (John 1:29b). And, as the Atoning Lamb, He laid down His life for us! This
Bible Geography Calendar will take two years to introduce Jesus' life. In 2015, we
selected three places to introduce Him as: "The Word became flesh. " These are:
Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Capernaum. In 2016, we will continue to introduce the second
stage of Jesus’ life: "The Lamb of God" (John 1:29).

B. The Contents of our 2015 Calendar are:
* Part A (January to April): The place of His Birth (Bethlehem);
* Part B (May to August): The place where He grew up (Nazareth);
» Part C (September to December): The place of His second Hometown (Capernaum).
2. Dr. Jonathan J. Lu composed 13 poems for the Calendar, which connects the monthly Holy
Land picture and the monthly theme as well as the Scripture. These fantastic, inspiring
poems are highly collectible.
3. Designer, Editor, and Photographer: Sandy P. Chang, is a voluntary Special Assistant to Dr.
Jonathan J. Lu.
4. Co-photographer (Jan, Aug, Oct, Nov): Dr. Todd Bolen, Associate Professor of Biblical Studies
at The Master's College in Santa Clarita, CA, U.S.A., Photographer of BiblePlaces.com and
Editor of LifeintheHolyLand.com.

5. Source information on Jewish Holidays: www.jewishholidaysonline.com
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BARIGPNER 8B (Photo: An aerial of modern Bethlehem area from north)

BpgRsE £ 18PIHE (Theme: Jesus was born in Bethlehem)
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AKTERHG - HERFRES ~ RADRHA (55:2)

: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of

you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old,

o

from ancient times. (Micah 5:2) .

Poem : In Bethlehem, Jesus was here born
It was a small village but not forlorn
Today, a big town she has become
The town renewed like each day's morn
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(Photo: Door of Humility — the main entrance to
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem)

P 1BFE RS HEEA (Theme: Preach the good tidings unto the meek)

EBFEMNBEEKE L BABREATER  HREFELEBHLLA (B61:1) -

: The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek (lsaiah 61:1) .

Poem : Descends to this world, Son of God takes human form
For saving the humans, to this earth He was born
In the town of Bethlehem, He meets meek and poor
For salvation, Gate of Humanity we enter and adore
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WEEHHEE DT X ¢ [Hic de Virgine Maria Jesus Christus natus

est] [BBEAR B & E T L HPIEMEMIL] o (Photo: Inscribed on the Star of Bethlehem, in the
Church of the Nativity, are these Latin words: Hic de Virgine Maria Jesus Christus natus est)
AR £S5 4kE3E (Theme: A Savior is born)
AAEX  BARERGFEOWHIE » S0RPIE THE > HEERE (82:11) °
Scripture * For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11) .
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Poem :

2015 March

The Holy Child comes from the virgin birth

The Star of Bethlehem marks Nativity on earth
Unlike us all, no earthly father did he have

He descends in the City of David on our behalf
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TR GPIEBFHIREAL (Photo: Shepherds' Field Chapel outside Bethlehem)

AR £ REHIEL (Theme: Good tidings of great joy)

ARAEX  REWY o KRBIMPIRESHIEL » 2HFERE (82:10b) -

Scripture * Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people

(Luke 2:10b) .
TEHHE AR RARREE Poem * Shepherds, the watches, their sheep keeping
RILIRBPFEWT For the new-born King, angels are singing
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EHE M BT —MIER (Photo: A house for the common people in Nazareth Village)
AR £ 828 : BBERE A& (Theme: Where Jesus was brought up)
RALEX : BBERRB Tk 0 sRFEREHT (884:160) o

Scripture : And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up (Luke 4:16a) .
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Poem : Nazareth, in which, Jesus grew up to age
This was a plain, Galilean farming village
Here the righteous carpenter has a family

Raising them, he does it with utmost courage
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2015 June

EwBWELZR (Photo: Joseph's House in Nazareth)

L e R & £ (Theme: The grace of God was upon him)

DI TR N 0 SEIRASR c AT R XA LB BEM E L (882:40) o

: And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God
was upon him (Luke 2:40) .

Poem : Though Jesus was not a born-son of his

Raised him without bias, as He really is
Jesus grew in stature by the grace of God
He obeyed them with wisdom like this
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TR ERBIFBEREE (Photo: Synagogue in Nazareth Village

AR XM LERBHETELESE (Theme: Read Bible in Nazareth synagogue)

FAEX  ERLE O BITRONRIE > BRI TH - b= RBLEE (84:16b) o

Scripture * And, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up
forto read (Luke 4:16b) .

TEHE FRRVETRIE Poem : Going to the synagogue was his habit
BUEXTHS Choose a Scripture, own mission Jesus reveals it
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To proclaim God's grace, liberty and Jubilee year
He tells: this Scripture is now fulfilled in your ear
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Tz WREHS (Photo: Modern Nazareth from northeast)

AR £ 128 TRBRAILI (Theme: Unaccepted in his own country)
AAEX  HBESFRP SRAe50E 8 TRBIRAILING (884:24) -
Scripture : And he said, Verily | say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country (Luke 4:24) .

TEHE  ERARERY Poem * This is modern Nazareth, here you can see
T EIBAATRA Own people did not accept Him unfortunately
MY WERTR On the hill cliff, they tried to push Him down
B S TR BI5 o Grace that He offered went to another town
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EHEE M RARPE LEB2e TR (Photo: Capernaum, from Sea of Galilee)

AR E5: BBERE T E R (Theme: Jesus entered info Capernaum)

AALEX  BBAH T RAKIR ° TREIEE o BIREHTE< » SBIRKE T o FbeF > MaHEARST T
(%8:13) =

Scripture * And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done
unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour (Mathew 8:13) .

LEEF P E REBEREN Poem : Capernaum, second home town; Jesus enters into
BAREFEAKE ; Invokes helps from Elders, the Centurion humbly do
S T HRE » Please do not come to my home; | am unworthy
B EEIRERTEIRIR © Only thy one word, my servant will be healthy
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mEHFREE (Photo: Capernaum synagogue inferior)

=& 2B IA (Theme: Taught people in the synagogue)

HINTR  BBRRAERLBETITRHIA (F1:21 2 £1:23-26) -

 And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the Sabbath day he entered into the
synagogue, and taught (Mark 1:21, cf. 1:23-26) .

Poem : He came to the synagogue of his second hometown
His teaching astonished the people before sundown
He casts out demons and heals the sick with authority
His fame spreads near and far with great popularity
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TR EHRIBIFEHREM (Photo: Capernaum, Ruin of Peter's house)

AR E58 : BISHISEHEE (Theme: Healed Peter's mother-in-law)

AAEX P—YETE > REAERE - 08 E T EIFRISHHR - EFAHEFEFT A
# o MBAAEHIE (T1:29-30)

Scripture * And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever,

and anon they tell him of her (Mark 1:29-30) .

TEHI: W ITTRMISRK Poem : Out from the synagogue, Peter's home He enters instead
FIRst AR R Jesus took her hand, helped her up, the fever now fled
BB REE Healed Peter's mother-in-law; His fame spreads far away
SRR EBRPAT o Sick people of the city, at the door, to heal they pray
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Poem : Cart of Torah Ark, remains today

(Photo: The Torah Ark Cart is carved on this
fragment of stone as displayed in Capernaum)

D IRABEHREEERIT (Theme: Do the will of Him who sent me)

PEBRHRRLEPBRETR  REZREIGHERIT ) DRBRMBEFREFHERT

(#96:38) °

: For | came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me

(John 6:38) .

In it, the Word of God does not rot away

The Lord's will, Jesus descends to fulfill

Cost of salvation, the cross, He comes to defray

201 5 December

EH

2

g
A

N\
ld

)
[+]]

N
irks

30

> v en

HOLY LIGHT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

o
‘Q

b
tny

g

+

T

EHR

H=

1

R

18

25

i3 o)
B2 EiChristmas

T—R
EH 7%

S5

Hem

12

E5) ol

19

I

26

+IX

H ouk : QOO0 AR AT T B~ ER25R

& 55 :(07)953-7333 http://www.holylight.org.tw
1% & :(07)953-7090 Email: prl104@holylight.org.tw

EBER BYFARSR ¢ 42266838 F R MEFEABRERFPER/ETELHTEEAETT



